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Toronto-based photographer
George Pimentel, centre, at the
Avenue party, From top:
Brooke Elliott is radiant in
Jewel tones; Ports 1961°
Julie Enfield draped in
fuchsia; Canadian Idal
winner Brian Melo and
his sister Sandy
Melo-Bernard; The
Style Box's Amanda
Brugel and Gail

Celeb photog George Pimentel
chronicles film festival stars
with stakeouts, hefty tips and gum

DERICK CHETTY

STARSTYLIST

When the Toronto International
Film Festival kicks off today, there
is one man who will have a perfect
view of all the proceedings,

George Pimentel, the celebrated
celeb photographer, will be at the
red-carpet premieres, movie-star
news conferences, parties, after-
parties and even the secret late-
night revelleries — to document the
beautiful and bald-face names that
coamie to towTL

For 15 years, he's been photo-
graphing Hollywood A-listers on
red carpets from Cannes to the
Oscars. But when the action moves
to his home turf, it means putting
his wife and family on hold and say-
ing goodbye to slecp as his life goes
into overdrive.

In a gre-TIFF salute to the in-
demand shutterbug, Clara Hunt,
editor-in-chief of Hello! Canada,
threw a cocktail party last week at
Avenue, the Four Seasons’ bar, to
celebrate Pimentel

We had the man behind the cam-
era give us the inside scoop on sur-
viving TIFF:

Best place to grab a quick bite? Sushi

Inn on Cumberland. It's fast and
healthy, 1 always get a table and in
three minutes the sushi is on my
plate. I need o fast in-and-out place.
‘Working from 6 a.m. to almost 5a.m.,
da you wear the same outfit sl day? |
have an entire wardrobe in my car.
T-shirts, belts and eight pairs of
shoes — my warbrobe is the back
seqt, And gum. The worst thing is to
harve bad breath
Bast place to spot & celebrity? The
back of the Sutton Place Hotel
That's where they come out after
the press conferences.

Celebrity you'd like to photograph
this year? Megan Fox. Definitely the
most sellable person right now, And
the most beautiful celebrity right
TOW.

Fantasy million dollar shot? George
Clooney making out with Brad Pitt!
The mast annoying thing for you dur-
ng TIFF? When my phone rings and
it's someone asking me to get them
on the list for some party.

Rules to live by during the festival?
Always to be on time. And tip the
valetz, 1 don't have 15 minutes to
find my car in a parking lot. I leave
my car in front of hotels and 1 tip
them alot of money to keep it there.
What if a celebrity doesn't want their
picture taken? No means no. If
someone doesn't want their photo
taken, [ don't take it.

How do you keep your cool during
TIWFF? I never keep my cool. That's 3
the probibem. It's the film festival, PHOTOGRARHY BY S08IA RERIA

Clockwise, from abfjve: publicists
Kevin Pennant and Ohristina Walter;
Haolt Renfrew’s Jennifer Daubney and
Moira Wright; Amaory Engel and
Stacey Kimel; Verity Ciytis; Ciara
Hunt, editor-in-chief of Nelio! Canada.




